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After Island-Wide Power Outage, Power 4 Puerto Rico Calls for Urgency in Hurricane 
Preparedness 

WASHINGTON, D.C. - In reaction to news of an island-wide power outage in Puerto Rico, the 
Power 4 Puerto Rico coalition calls on the federal government to commit all available resources 
towards strengthening Puerto Rico’s infrastructure before the arrival of the 2018 hurricane 
season. 

“Yesterday’s island-wide blackout was further proof that Puerto Rico’s recovery effort continues 
to be mismanaged and suffers from limited oversight and delays in resource allocation. It 
confirms what FEMA Director Brock Long admitted in a recent congressional hearing, that 
FEMA’s work is not yet done and Puerto Rico is ill-prepared to withstand another hurricane 
season, which is less than two months away.” 

“When almost an entire electrical grid can leave the Island in darkness not once, but twice, in 
recent weeks, improving Puerto Rico's fragile power distribution should be paramount. Recent 
announcements from the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) as well as 
other federal agencies indicate that the financial resources are there, but there is little to zero 
clarity on how these funds are being used or reaching those with the greatest need. It's up to 
the federal government to ensure Puerto Ricans are receiving the resources and attention they 
require before the start of hurricane season on June 1.” 

“Recent investigative news reports indicate that Puerto Ricans have experienced greater delays 
in assistance and have been shortchanged on tarps, safe potable water, food, and approvals for 
permanent disaster work compared to other disaster areas on the mainland. This is 
unacceptable. We have urged and will continue to urge the federal government–including 
Congress, the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), the Department of Energy, 
HUD, the U.S. Department of Education (ED) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)–
to take extraordinary measures to facilitate the rebuilding of Puerto Rico’s unstable 
infrastructure. The rebuild be done in a sustainable and resilient manner to ensure that Puerto 
Rico does not suffer this type of prolonged recovery ordeal every hurricane season.” 

“Most recently, our coalition joined with over 30 organizations in Puerto Rico and across the 
United States in support of community-driven rebuilding. Among the errors made by Congress 
during Puerto Rico’s debt crisis, it placed an inexperienced Financial Oversight and 
Management Board (FOMB) in charge of Puerto Rico’s federal disaster monies. As the 2018 
hurricane approaches, it's past time to correct that mistake and empower communities on the 



Island to be part of the recovery strategy and its execution. In light of today’s blackout, we 
renew our demand."  

“Power 4 Puerto Rico will continue to demand that Congress and the White House do their job 
as they would for citizens rebuilding their lives in other major disaster area zones on the 
mainland. FEMA, in particular, has the opportunity to right the wrongs seen post-Hurricane 
Maria where mismanagement has cost hundreds of thousands of people their homes, their 
health, and even their lives.” 

### 

Power 4 Puerto Rico is a coalition of organizations, leaders, and advocates from across the 
nation calling on Congress and the Administration to adopt an ambitious, new agenda that will 
put Puerto Rico’s economy on the road to future growth and prosperity. The coalition includes 
32BJ Service Employees International Union, American Federation of Teachers (AFT), 
BoricuActívate, Center for American Progress (CAP), Center for Popular Democracy (CPD), 
Hedge Clippers, Hispanic Federation, Hispanic National Bar Association (HNBA), Labor Council 
For Latin American Advancement (LCLAA), Make the Road (New York, Connecticut, 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey), UnidosUS, Vamos 4 Puerto Rico, and many more. 

	


